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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4,5, and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP. 
(9,222,839) in view of Morinaga et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,219,506) and further in view of Corbie 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,228,633). 

'839 discloses a manufacturing method for a toner container provided with an opening, 
said method comprising, a filling step of filling the toner container with toner through an opening 
(Abstract, lines 1 and 3); a closing step (via lid 40) of setting a cover member and closing the 
opening with the cover member, after said filling step (Abstract); and a sealing step of gradually 
welding the cover member and the toner container with each other by ultrasonic welding member 
(Abstract, line 5; via through ultrasonic weld) which is in contact with a part of a portion to be 
welded while changing the contact portion around the opening (note that it is inherent that the 
ultrasonic welding member moves toward the un-welded portion around the opening as by 
welding different points at the un-welded portion is considered as around the opening, in order to 
weld that portion). 

'839 does not disclose that the sealing step done by an ultrasonic vibration welding. 
However, Morinaga discloses similar method with the use of ultrasonic vibration (column 10, 
lines 55-59; via "ultrasonic vibration"). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified '839's method by using an ultrasonic vibration 
welding, as suggested by Morinaga, in order to protect the edge of the filling port from damage 
or scraping (column 2, lines 35-39). 

'839 nor Morinaga disclose that the toner has a specific gravity not more than 2 and has a 
particle size not more than 20 microns. However, the examiner takes an official notice that such 
toner with gravity not more than 2 and particle size not more than 20 microns is old, well known, 
and available in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified '839's method by using the toner with a specific 
gravity being not more than 2 and has a particle size not more than 20 microns, in order to 
protect the edge of the filling port from damage or scraping (column 2, lines 35-39). 

839 nor Morinaga disclose that wherein in the sealing step, pressing step of pressing the 
cover member into the toner container at upstream and downstream portions, with respect to the 
movement direction of the welding member where the cover member is in contact with the part 
of the portion of to be welded; fixing step of fixing a position of the container wherein the filling 
step is effected; nor the plurality of pressing members are movable independently from each 
other. 

However, Corbie discloses a similar method of manufacturing container comprising a 
pressing step of pressing the cover member into the toner container at upstream and downstream 
portions, with respect to the movement direction of the welding member where the cover 
member is in contact with the part of the portion of to be welded (Fig. 5; via pressing and 
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welding means 12 and 13); fixing step of fixing a position of the container wherein the filling 
step is effected (Figs. 4; via support plate 1 1 and Fig. 18; via support element 32); and the 
plurality of pressing members are movable independently from each other (Figs. 3; via 18 and 
Fig. 5; via 13 and 12). 

Therefore, would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified '839 in view of Morinaga by a pressing step of pressing 
the cover member into the toner container at upstream and downstream portions, with respect to 
the movement direction of the welding member where the cover member is in contact with the 
part of the portion of to be welded; fixing step of fixing a position of the container wherein the 
filling step is effected; and the plurality of pressing members are movable independently from 
each other, as suggested by Corbie, in order to insure the exact location of the cap at the right 
position in respect to the container before the sealing step and insure good seal. 

Regarding claim 2: '839 discloses further a fixing step of fixing a position of the toner 
container and substantially preventing movement of the toner container, wherein said filling step 
is effected after said fixing step, note that it is inherent the while filling the container the 
container is fixed to avoid spilling of the product around the container. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8: '839 does not disclose that in the sealing step the welding jig 
is circulated around the opening to return to a start point of welding nor has a free projected end. 
However, the examiner takes an official notice that such movement of welding arm around 
welding area is old, well know, and available in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified '839 
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welding arm by circulated welding arm with free end to insure good and complete weld in all 
sides of the container. 

Regarding claim 9: '839 does not disclose that the opening functions to permit removal of 
a mold during injection molding of the toner container. However, the examiner takes an official 
notice that manufacturing container by molding means is old, well known, and available in the 
art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified '839 by molding the container and allowing the mold to be 
removed through the container's opening in order to manufacture molded container as option of 
a design choice. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Sameh H. Tawfik 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 
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